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Although depression is considered to be the most common mental illness in 
the United States, depression in children did not begin to be recognized 
by mental health professionals until the late 1960's. As acceptance of 
the diagnosis in nonadults grew, so did the literature; but many questions 
remain concerning such matters as etiology, earliest possible age of 
onset, treatment modalities, diagnosis, and family interactions. Both 
genetic and environmental factors regardless of age are currently being 
studied, and the knowledge gained will be particularly useful in 
identifying and dealing with depression in this earliest age group. 
Moreover, as depression in the young is more understood, light will also 
be shed on the phenomenon of suicides in the young. 


This bibliography contains selected references to English-language 
publications dealing with existing depression or depressive symptoms and 
suicide or attempted suicide in children to the age of twelve. The 
citations consist of journal articles, books, and dissertations. 
Materials that focus on depression or suicide primarily in mothers and 
other family members are not included. 


The publications of the National Library of Medicine’s (NLM) Literature Search series contain 
citations to journal articles and monographs selected from a variety of online databases. NLM databases 
utilized include MEDLINE, BIOETHICSLINE, CANCERLIT, HEALTH PLANNING AND 
ADMINISTRATION, TOXLINE, and CATLINE, among others. 
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SEARCH STRATEGY 


The formulation used for searching MEDLINE for this Literature Search is given 
below. Please note that search strategies for the Literature Searches differ 
from individual demand searches in that they are generally broadly formulated 
and irrelevant citations edited out prior to printing. 


SS 1 = *DEPRESSION OR EXP *F3.709.438.100.410 
SS 2 = EXP *SUICIDE OR *ADJUSTMENT DISORDERS 


SS 3 = (TW) ALL CHILDHOOD AND ALL DEPRESSIVE OR ALL CHILDREN: AND 
ALL DEPRESSION AND ALL RATING AND ALL SCALE 


SS 4 = 1 OR 2 OR 3 


SS 5 = 4 AND CHILD OR 4 AND CHILD, PRESCHOOL OR 4 AND INFANT OR 
4 AND INFANT, NEWBORN 


SS 6 = PUERPERAL DISORDERS OR PREGNANCY OR ALL ADOLESCENT: (TW) 
SS 7 = 5 AND NOT 6 

SS 8 = 7 AND NOT MIDDLE AGE 

SS 9 = 8 AND NOT FOR 
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